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FROM THE PRINCIPAL.. 
 

Navigating challenges and working through issues that arise is what helps create the people we are and how we 

navigate them, creates the person we’ll become.  As we work through the challenging times we are all in 

together, it’s important to spotlight the continued importance of getting our students ready for what is next.  

Whether it’s a four-year university, two-year or technical college, military or career ready, Fort Atkinson High 

School staff are with you on this journey to continue to prepare our students for what is next.  Whether through 

in-person, mirrored or virtual learning, we are dedicated to providing the safest, most equitable education 

possible to do just that.  This link provides guidelines for specific aspects of this fall that should help for 

planning and preparing as students return in person.  Please take the time to look through each component and 

know that throughout the school year, certain aspects may change with this overall fluid situation but we will do 

our best to update you as soon as possible to them.    

 

On behalf of the faculty and staff at Fort Atkinson High School, it is going to be our pleasure to have you join 

us during this definitely unique school year!  Whether in person or virtually, we are dedicated to continue to 

provide for the many opportunities that exist at F.A.H.S. in order for our students to gain valuable knowledge, 

skills and experiences upon which to build a bright future.  We all know and recognize how challenging these 

years can be and especially so in the current ever-changing environment.  Our goal continues to be to help 

student’s high school experience truly represent some of the very best years of their lives.  We are all in this 

together and we will all become stronger for having gone through it together. 

 

If at any time you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact the high school main office. 

I hope you enjoyed your summer and we look forward to continuing the process together of getting our students 

ready for what is next! 

 

 

FRESHMEN STUDENTS-Follow the LINK CREW 
FIRST DAY FRESHMEN ONLY-SEPT. 3RD 

 
Freshmen will rule the high school on Thursday, September 3rd!  New ninth graders will be welcomed to FAHS 

at 7:50 a.m. through participation in a program called Link Crew. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1btDkp2A1j5soinsqx9YZZx3oTLhVr-P0/view
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Link Crew is a nationally recognized transition program designed to help ninth grade students feel more 

comfortable as they enter high school.  The program is built upon the belief that students can help students 

succeed, and to this end upper classmen are trained to be Link Leaders.  As positive role models, Link Leaders 

are motivators, mentors, leaders, and peer counselors who guide the new students through the first day and 

support them through their freshmen year. 

 

Freshmen will have a blast the first day while learning much about FAHS.  They will meet new people, their 

teachers, and upper class Link Leaders.  The day is designed to be upbeat, welcoming, and one that provides 

students with the information they need to have a great start to the 2020-21 school year!  Returning students in 

grades 10-12 will start school on Friday, September 4th at 7:50 a.m. in their scheduled “A” Day-First Block.  

New Students Grades 10-12 see information directly below. 

 

 

ALL NEW TO FAHS STUDENTS-GRADES 10-12 
FIRST DAY-SEPT. 3RD  

 
Sophomores, Juniors, & Seniors who are NEW to our school are invited to attend an informational meeting & 

tour that will take place at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, September 3rd.  Please report to the Instructional Media 

Center (IMC/ Library) where you will be greeted by the Principal and Link Leaders (Upper Classmen) who will 

provide you with information and a personal tour of our school.  WELCOME TO FAHS! 

 

 

FRIDAY, SEPT. 4TH IS “A” DAY 
ALL STUDENTS REPORT THIS DAY-SEPT. 4TH 

 
All students grade 9-12 will report to their first block “A” DAY classes on Friday, September 4th at that time 

they will receive a copy of their quarter 1 class schedule and their locker assignments. 

 

 

FAHS BREAKFAST AND LUNCH PRICES  
Welcome to the 2020-21 school year! This year’s lunch prices will stay the same as last school year: High 

School Breakfast- $1.65 and Lunch $3.00. Periodically, we will offer a “premium” meal, which will sell for 

$3.75.   Please check out the District’s lunch menus on the website at: www.fortschools.org  

Please also make note: Due to COVID-19, we will NO LONGER ACCEPT CASH IN LINE. To lessen the 

contact between our staff and the students, we are asking you to deposit funds into lunch accounts prior to meal 

service. This can be done during breakfast service near the kitchen or dropped off in the main office. Please 

make sure your deposit is clearly marked with your full name and student ID.  

If your family has difficulty affording the meal programs offered by the District, applications for free or reduced 

priced lunches may also be found on the School Nutrition section of the website.  Questions may be directed to 

Christina Oswald, Director of Nutrition Services, at 920-563-7811 x.1159. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fortschools.org/
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SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
FAHS does not provide preprinted school supply lists.  Due to great variety of classes, our list would be rather 

large and complicated.  Therefore, we suggest you purchase a notebook and folder for each class and wait until 

you get more specific information about needed supplies from your classroom teachers. 

 

 

SCHOOL PICTURES 
Freshman picture day is their first day of school, Thursday, September 3rd in the auditorium, 8:00am-3:00pm.  

Sophomores, juniors, and seniors picture day will be Tuesday, September 8th and Wednesday, September 9th in 

the auditorium, 7:30am-2:30pm.  A picture re-take day will be scheduled for a later date. 

 

How to order photos this school year:  For safety and convenience, photo days this year will be going paperless. 

All images will be posted online to view and order within a week after your photo day, and all orders will be 

delivered straight to your door.  

 

If you’d like to be notified via email when upcoming photos are ready to view, click here. To place your order 

after photo day, go to vipis.com. For additional ordering information, click here. 

 

 

SPORTSMANSHIP EXPECTATIONS AT FORT ATKINSON 
ATHLETIC EVENTS 
Every August brings the excitement of a new season of high school athletics. The athletes, coaches, parents, and 

fans are eager to get into the stands and support their Blackhawks. The Fort Atkinson Athletics Department is 

asking for your assistance in providing positive sportsmanship at our events. The involvement of our students in 

athletics and activities contributes to the development of their value system. Trustworthiness, citizenship, 

caring, fairness, and respect are lifetime values that are taught through educationally-based activities and are 

fundamental principles of good character. With these principles, the spirit of competition thrives, fueled by 

honest rivalry, courteous relations, and grateful acceptance of the results.  

 

Fort Atkinson High School and the Badger Conference has made a commitment to promote good 

sportsmanship by student-athletes, coaches, and spectators at all athletic events. Profanity, degrading remarks, 

and intimidating actions directed at officials or competitors will not be tolerated and are grounds for removal 

from the event site. The score from any contest is generally forgotten over time, but the actions of players, 

coaches, and spectators are remembered. The next time you attend a Fort Atkinson school event, please 

remember to sport a winning attitude and support our athletes, coaches, game officials, and event workers.  

 

 

BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14TH AT 5:30 PM  

Fort Atkinson High School’s Back To School Night may look little different this year.   Please watch for more 

details to come. This event provides parents/guardians with an opportunity to know their student’s class 

schedule and to meet teachers. In each of the classes, teachers will provide a brief presentation to help you 

understand the class content, expectations and related procedures.  This is a great way to support your student 

and gain a better understanding of his/her educational program, and our school.  Please mark your calendars and 

watch for communication on the format of this event.   

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSepMi863ZVfVmAa7tK3lz7RdRmTodz2cJl4zAQFYtTrP57-fA/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://vipis.com/
https://vipis.freshdesk.com/support/solutions/folders/24000010748
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FANS MEETING 
We have a tentative FANS (Fort Atkinson Network Support) meeting date which is simply students’ parents 

who support their students.  Nope, we do not need you to bake cookies or head up the fundraisers!  We do not 

have a PTO at the high school.  Join us, the first tentative FANS Meeting is Tuesday, September 29th at 

6:30p.m.  There will be more details coming soon. 

 

 

FUTURE PROBLEM SOLVING 
Applications Available in School Office – Due Sept. 18th! 

Future Problem Solving (FPS) provides an opportunity for students to enjoy academic challenge and solve 

possible future world problems.  Students in grades 4-12 may participate.  Prior to high school, teams should 

include students from the same grade. 

FPS is academically challenging and requires extensive reading and reasoning. 

Global Issues FPS involves teams of four students.  Additional students may work with a team for the practice 

problems and then compete individually for the qualifying problem. Students use a creative problem solving 

process to research topics, read a future scenario, identify underlying problems, brainstorm solutions, create 

criteria to evaluate the solutions, evaluate the criteria, and use the best solution to design an action plan.   

The teams progress through two practice problems and then complete a qualifying problem, which is judged at 

the state level.  Top teams are invited to attend the state competition where winners qualify for international 

competition.  Fort Atkinson students often qualify for state competition and several Fort Atkinson students have 

attended international competitions.   

Community Problem Solving (CPS) is another way students participate in FPS.  Students use the FPS process to 

solve a problem in the community, creating an extensive report and detailed presentation.   

Scenario Writing is an opportunity for strong writers to participate in FPS.  Students choose one of the year’s 

topics and use the creative problem solving process to write a future story involving a solution to problems 

related to the chosen topic.  

 

For more information visit wisfps.org or the international website: fpspi.org. 

 

FPS teams are coached by PARENTS.  Training and support is available for coaches, through 

workshops, materials, and mentoring.  FPS teams may meet during the school day or outside the school day 

depending on the schedules of students and coach.  Students are responsible for any classroom work they miss 

while they participate in FPS.  The GATE Program covers registration and training costs for the year, and 

registration and housing at the state competition.  If students qualify for the state competition, held in April, 

students are responsible for transportation and food.   

 

Pick up applications in the school office and return the applications by Sept. 18th! 

 

Questions?     

Stacci Barganz, GATE Program Coordinator barganzs@fortschools.org   920-568-4478 

 

 

 

http://www.wisfps.org/
mailto:barganzs@fortschools.org
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START COLLEGE NOW/ECCP APPLICATIONS DUE 
DEADLINE SEPTEMBER 25TH …The application deadline for Start College Now/ECCP paperwork is Friday, 

September 25th.  

 

 

PSAT (Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test) 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14TH  

 
Students at Fort Atkinson High School will have the opportunity to take the PSAT on Wednesday, October 14th.  

A meeting will be held during the school day on Tuesday, September 15th for students interested in taking the 

exam. 

 

The PSAT/NMSQT was revised several years ago to reflect the changes made to the Scholastic Aptitude Test 

(SAT).  The PSAT/NMSQT test contains two verbal sections, two mathematical sections and a writing section.  

The test administration takes approximately 2 hours and 10 minutes for the test sections and additional 45 

minutes for breaks and directions.  Students will take the exam during most of blocks 1 and 2. 

 

Some of the benefits of taking the PSAT test include giving the student a chance to take a standardized test 

similar to a college admissions test, to see how one’s academic skills compare to those of other college-bound 

students, to get on mailing lists of the colleges, and to have the opportunity to win scholarships and earn 

academic recognition. 

 

Students may register to take the test through the pupil services office from Monday, Sept. 21st  through 

Monday, October 5th.  The cost of the exam is $17.00; cash or checks accepted (please mark checks payable to 

FAHS).  Registered test takers will receive a preparation booklet that contains a complete practice exam and 

advisement information.  Only juniors may be considered for the competitive portion of the program, however 

sophomores may choose to take the exam if they wish.   

 

If you have questions or concerns please contact Laurie Strom in Pupil Services at Ext. 1146. 

 
 

AP EXAMS 

AP exams will be held from May 3rd – 14th.  Students taking AP exams should NOT plan any trips or college 

visits during exam times or during the two weeks prior to exams.  List of dates and times will be in the next 

month’s bulletin. 

 

 

September Important Dates 
9/3 Freshmen only at 7:50am ALL DAY & New to FAHS Grades 10-12 at 10:00am (IMC) 

9/3 VIP School Picture Day 8-3:00pm 

9/4 First Day of Classes (All Grades, All Students, A Day) 7:50am 

9/7 Labor Day-No School 

9/8 VIP School Picture Day 7:30-2:30pm 

9/9 VIP School Picture Day 7:30-2:30pm 

9/12 ACT National Test Date 

9/14 Back To School Night 5:30pm 
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 Band Booster Meeting 6:30pm 

9/15 Orchestra Boosters Meeting 6:00pm 

9/17 Board of Education Meeting 6:30pm 

9/18 Future Problem Solving Applications Due  

9/20 Oct. ACT Registration Deadline 

9/21 VOICES Meeting 6:30pm 

9/22 PSAT/NMSQT Informational Meeting 12:47pm (Enrichment Time) 

9/25 Spring 2020-21 Start College Now/ECCP Application Deadline 

9/29 FANS Meeting Main Office Conference Room 6:30pm 

  

Looking Ahead   

10/3 SAT National Test Date 

10/5 VOICES Meeting 6:30pm 

10/8 College Financial Aid College Informational Meeting IMC 6:00pm  

10/12 Fall Choir Orchestra Concert 7:00pm 

 

10/13 Fall Band Concert 7:00pm 

10/14 PSAT/NMSQT Test 7:50am 

10/21 VIP School Picture Retake Day 8-1:00pm 

10/24 Oct. ACT National Test Day 8:00am 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


